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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )Kl Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 October 2007 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) S Claim(s) 1-26 is/are pending in the application. 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is responsive to the reply filed on 10/29/2007. Reconsideration of 
the final rejection dated September 27, 2007, in light of the remarks submitted during 
the interview dated October 17, 2007, is herein submitted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Paul, 
Patent. No. 5,999,932 A. 

Regarding claim 1, Paul discloses a method for generating or extending a user 

interest profile, comprising: 

monitoring e-mail messages directed to the user (column 2, lines 2-16)] 
selecting those e-mail messages satisfying at least one predetermined condition 

indicating that they are likely to include information relevant to the user's interests 

(column 2, lines 2-16; column 4, lines 12-24 information relevant to the user is 

contained in the inclusion list)] and 
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extracting profile data from the selected messages (column 2, lines 2-16; column 
4, lines 12-24; the profile data is data contained in the inclusion list data that is of 
interest to the user)] 

wherein, for each selected message, the selected message is selected and the 
extracted profile data is extracted before the user reads the selected message (see fig. 
4, and 4 A; the message is selected, data is processed accordingly in the inclusion list 
prior to being displayed to the user; column 8, lines 17-34). 

Regarding claim 2, Paul discloses a method according to claim 1, further 
comprising storing the extracted profile data (fig. 3, item 302). 

Regarding claim 3, Paul discloses a method according to claim 2, further 
comprising displaying the extracted profile data to the user and storing only those data 
indicated by the user (fig. 4, item 415; column 9, lines 8-19). 

Regarding claim 4, Paul discloses a method according to claim 1, wherein the at 
least one predetermined condition is constituted by the message having an attachment. 
Inherently, the predetermined data fields of the email messages are able to contain an 
attachments (see column 1, lines 9-17). 

Regarding claim 5, Paul discloses a method according to claim 1, wherein the at 
least one predetermined condition is constituted by the message being a forwarded 
message (column 5, lines 20-62; column 6, lines 1-29). 

Regarding claim 6, Paul discloses a method according to claim 5, wherein said 
extracting further comprises operating on words added by a forwarder of the forwarded 
message (column 2, lines 2-16; column 4, lines 12-24). 
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Regarding claim 7, Paul discloses a method according to claim 1, wherein the at 
least one predetermined condition is constituted by the message including a URL. 
Using a URL as a precondition in the context of the invention is inherent. The inclusion 
data list described in the abstract portion of the specification is inherently capable of 
handling URLs as a precondition for e-mail matching and filtering. 

Regarding claim 8, Paul discloses a method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
profile data comprise one or more keywords or phrases (column 3, lines 6-19). 

Regarding claim 9, Paul discloses a method according to claim 1, wherein said 
extracting further comprises operating on data contained within a subject line of the 
message (column 3, lines 6-19). 

Regarding claim 10, Paul discloses a method according to claim 1, wherein said 
extracting further comprises operating on an attachment to the message. Inherently, the 
predetermined data fields of the email messages are able to contain an attachments 
(see column i, lines 9-17). 

Regarding claim 11, Paul discloses a method according to claim 1, further 
comprising using the extracted data to search an information repository for matching 
items (column 4, lines 2-25). 

Regarding claim 12, Paul discloses an apparatus for generating or extending a 
user interest profile, the method comprising: 

means for monitoring electronic messages directed to the user (column 2, lines 

2-16)\ 
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means for selecting those electronic messages satisfying at least one 
predetermined condition indicating that they are likely to include information relevant to 
the user's interests (column 2, lines 2-16; column 4, lines 12-24 information relevant to 
the user is contained in the inclusion list)] and 

means for extracting profile data from the selected messages (column 2, lines 2- 
16; column 4, lines 12-24; the profile data is data contained in the inclusion list, data 
that is of interest to the user). 

Regarding claim 13, Paul discloses an apparatus according to claim 12, wherein 
the at least one predetermined condition is constituted by the message having an 
attachment. Inherently, the predetermined data fields of the email messages are able to 
contain an attachments (see column 1, lines 9-17). 

Regarding claim 14, Paul discloses an apparatus according to claim 12, wherein 
the at least one predetermined condition is constituted by the message being a 
forwarded message (column 5, lines 20-62; column 6, lines 1-29). 

Regarding claim 15, Paul discloses an apparatus according to claim 14, wherein 
said extracting means operates on words added by a forwarder of the forwarded 
message (column 2, lines 2-16; column 4, lines 12-24). 

Regarding claim 16, Paul discloses an apparatus according to claim 12, wherein 
the at least one predetermined condition is constituted by the message including a URL 
Using a URL as a precondition in the context of the invention is inherent. The inclusion 
data list described in the abstract portion of the specification is inherently capable of 
handling URLs as a precondition for e-mail matching and filtering. 
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Regarding claim 17, Paul discloses an apparatus according to claim 12, wherein 
the profile data comprise one or more keywords or phrases (column 3, lines 6-19). 

Regarding claim 18, Paul discloses an apparatus according to claim 12, wherein 
said extracting means operates on one of data contained within a subject line of the 
message and an attachment to the message (column 3, lines 6-19; Inherently, the 
predetermined data fields of the email messages are able to contain an attachments 
(see column 1, lines 9-17). 

Regarding claim 19, Paul discloses an apparatus according to claim 12, further 
comprising: a display for displaying the extracted profile data to the user; and a memory 
for storing only those data indicated by the user (figs. 1-2; fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 20, Paul discloses an apparatus according to claim 12, further 
comprising means for using the extracted data to search an information repository for 
matching items (column 4, lines 2-25). 

Regarding claim 21, Paul discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the e-mail 
messages are incoming e- mail messages (column 2, lines 2-76); 

Regarding claim 22, Paul discloses the apparatus of claim 12, wherein the e- 
mail messages are incoming e-mail messages (column 2, lines 2-16)] 

Regarding claim 23, Paul discloses the method of claim 1 , further comprising 
using the extracted profile data to create or modify the user profile (column 2, lines 2-16; 
column 4, lines 12-24; the profile data is data contained in the inclusion list, data that is 
of interest to the user); 
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Regarding claim 24, Paul discloses the apparatus of claim 12, further comprising 
means for using the extracted profile data to create or modify the user profile (column 2, 
lines 2-16; column 4, lines 12-24; the profile data is data contained in the inclusion list, 
data that is of interest to the user)] 

Regarding claim 25, Paul discloses the method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
searching a data repository using the extracted profile data; and 
displaying the results of the search when the user reads the selected message (fig. 4, 
items 404, 415; column 9, lines 8-19). 

Regarding claim 26, Paul discloses the apparatus of claim 12, further 
comprising: 

means for searching a data repository using the extracted profile data; and 
means for displaying the results of the search when the user reads the selected 
message (fig. 4, items 404, 415; column 9, lines 8-19). 
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Conclusion 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
examiner should be directed to Jude Jean-Gilles whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3914. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and every other 
Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley, can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-3719. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 

Jude Jean-Gilles 
Patent Examiner 
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